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The incident referred to in the following paper happened ex-
actly as indicated, and the conversation is as nearly as possible
given verbatim, though of course I have had to depend upon my
memory, as I did not take notes; but I can assure the reader that
this little tract is mot fiction in any sense, but an actual statement
of fact. H. A. IRONSIDE.

In the case mentioned, the Mormon introduced himself
as a “minister of the gospel, doing missionary work among
the mountain towns” of California, and stated that he
would be pleased to put before me some of “the principles
of the gospel.” Intimating that I myself was also seeking
to give forth God’s good news to poor sinners (1 Tim. i.
15), he was told that if such was indeed his object, I
would be glad to converse with him; so bade him be
seated.

The Mormon Gospel Stated

“And now, sir,” he was asked, “would you kindly
favor us” (a number were present) “with a short state-
ment of what the gospel really is?”

“Certainly,” he replied. “The gospel consists of four
first principles. The first is repentance; the second, faith;
the third, baptism for the remission of sins by one duly
qualified ; while the fourth is the laying on of the hands
of a man having authority, for the reception of the Holy
Ghost.”

“Well, and supposing one has gone through all this, is
he then saved?”

“Oh, of course, no one can know that, in this life. If
one goes on to the end, he will be exalted in the kingdom.”
Thereupon he proceeded to open a little Testament, with
which, however, he was but slightly familiar, and pointed
us to some proof texts showing conclusively that the Lord
and the apostles preached repentance and faith, as also
that Peter spoke of “baptism for the remission of sins”
(Acts ii. 38; let the reader carefully note the verse and



its context), and that in at least two instances (Acts viii.
14-17; xix. 1-6) apostles laid their hands on people in
order to their receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. An
effort was also made to find a verse to prove that no one
can know he is saved now; but in the face of Eph. ii.
4-8; 1 Pet. i.9; 1 Cor. i. 8; 2 Cor. ii. 15; and 2 Tim. i. 9,
this was an utter absurdity, though he pointed to Matt.
xxiv. 13, “He that endureth to the end, the same shall be
saved,” in defense of his position.

As to this, one need only say that endurance certainly
is a proof of reality. One who said he was saved, yet did
not endure, would thereby prove the emptiness of his pro-
fession.

“l quite agree with you,” I said, “as to the fact that
Scripture speaks of the four points you mention; but,
possibly, you did not understand my query. I asked you
for a statement of the gospel. If these so-called ‘four
principles’ be indeed the gospel, then you have a gospel
without Christ; in other words, a gospel with the gospel
omitted. And if you are correct, then surely the apostle
Paul, at least, labored under a most serious delusion, for
he gives us a clear statement of his gospel, and actually
says nothing of either one or other of the various points
upon which you have dwelt. No doubt you will recollect
the passage?”

He did not, however. He was not aware of any such
direct statement on the subject. In fact, it was soon
evident thot, with the exception of a few verses on his
favorite themes, his Bible was practically a sealed book.
He turned, however, at my direction, to the fifteenth chap-
ter of 1st Corinthians, to which, for a little, I would in-
vite the reader’s careful attention.

Paul’s Statement of the Real Gospel

Commencing at the first verse of this precious and
wondrous portion of Scripture, we read: “Moreover,
brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye
stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in
vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures” (see Isa. liii. 5, 6) ; “and that He was
buried, and that He rose again the third day according
to the Scriptures: and that He was seen of Cephas,” etc.

“Now,” L said, turning to the Mormon, “we have here
a statement of the . gospel—the gospel which Paul
preached ; and it is dangerous to preach any other, as we
find from Gal. i. 8, 9 that the person who does so, though
it be an angel from heaven, is under a curse, or devoted
to judgment. I understand that you teach that your gos-
pel was revealed to Joseph Smith by an angel. If true,
that would prove nothing, if it be found, upon examination,
to be other than that proclaimed by the apostle to the
Gentiles. His gospel had been received by the Corin-
thians; in it they stood; by it they were saved, if real
believers. It was not, you will notice, a careful obedience
to certain ordinances or a walking according to certain
rules, such as you mentioned a few minutes ago, that
would insure their salvation, however blessed such might
be, if properly understood; but it was keeping in memory
this gospel.

Two Gospels Contrasted
“I noticed, then, to begin with, that this gospel is con-

cerning a Person, and quite a different person than yours
brings before us. It is ‘concerning the Son of God,’ as
Rom. i. 3 tells us. Your gospel did not have a word about
Him in all its four points. The subject of Paul’s gospel
has not a word about any one or any thing save Him.
Perhaps we might say it also could be divided into four
heads, though more properly three; but even divided into
four (to go as far with you as we can), what marked
differences do we find! Your four heads are all con-
cerning the poor sinner, and might be put this way:

1. The sinner repents;

2. The sinner has faith;

3. The sinner is baptized;

4. The sinner has hands laid on him.
Now, in contrast to this, see how the true gospel can be
put:

1. Christ died;

2. Christ was buried;

3. Christ has been raised again;

4. Christ is the object for the hearts of His own.

“Syrely the two gospels have nothing in common. You
teach, I believe, that Christ died for Adam’s transgression,
not for ours ; but maintain that while Adamic sin is met by
the Cross, our sins as individuals must be washed away
by baptism. Paul’s gospel tells us that He died for our
sins; and if that be so, and ‘the blood of Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin, where does baptism
in your sense apply? If all my sins are met by His
precious blood, if they were borne ‘in His own body on
the tree’ (1 Pet. ii. 24), how many are left to be cleansed
by baptism? Assuredly none. But, alas, this is but one
instance in which the false gospel of Mormonism is op-
posed to the precious gospel of the grace of God as re-
vealed in the Bible.

“But I go on to the se¢ond point. Christ not only died,
but ‘was buried’; yet it was written of Him, ‘Thou wilt
not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thy
Holy One to see corruption’ (Acts ii. 27; Psa. xvi. 10).
His burial declares the reality of His death, and surely
speaks of His being forever through with the place He
took on earth. It is the end of all the relationships in
which He previously stood, and tells us He is dead to the
law—having paid my penalty—and to sin—not His own,
but mine—which He bore, and I am ‘buried with Him by
baptism unto death’; so that I am not left where Mor-
monism would leave me, as a poor, struggling soul on
earth, striving to continue to the end in order to-be saved,
but I am accounted as one who, with Him, has been
buried to it all: thus I am brought to the third point:

“Christ was raised. from the dead, and I am raised
with Him. His place is now mine as to acceptance with
God. ‘He was delivered for our offences and raised again
for our justification’; His resurrection being God’s open
declaration that the believer is cleared from all charge of
sin, since his Substitute is released from death.

“And now the One who is alive forevermore (Rev. i.
18) is presented as an object for the hearts of His own.
‘He was seen’; and the same apostle exclaims, in another
place, ‘We see Jesus!’ (Heb. ii. 9). Poor sinners are first



1ed to see the utter impossibility of improving or rendering
themselves more fit for God’s presence. The eye of faith
is then directed to the One who died, in whom believing,
they are ‘justified from all things' (Acts xiii. 38, 39).
Now they have also an object for the heart, even Christ
in glory (2 Cor. fii. 18). How different this from what
you have presented | Here,
¢*Tis Jesus first, 'tis Jesus last,
*Tis Jesus all the way,

while you are cast entirely on yourself.

Mormon Doctrine of Authority

“Byut now, another question. You spoke of men with
authority to baptize and lay on hands. Where do you
get that in Scripture?”

For answer, he turned to Heb. v. 4, and read, “And no
man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is called
of God, as was Aaron.”

“What ‘honor’ is here referred to?” I asked.

“The honor of the priesthood giving authority to bap-
tize and confer the Holy Ghost.”

“No; the first verse contradicts this. It is not a ques-
tion of the ‘priesthood’ at all. As all believers now are
priests, there is no special priestly class in Christianity,
as is clearly shown by referring to Rev. i. 6; and 1 Pet.
ii. 5, 9. The subject in Heb. v. is that of High Priest-
hood, and is referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, called of
God, as noted in ver. 6. Nor is there a word about bap-
tism or imposition of hands; but it is a question of
‘offering gifts and sacrifices for sins’ (ver. 1; also Heb.
ii. 17), and then of succoring His people in this world
of trial. To apply.such a scripture to human ministry is
simply ‘handling the word of God deceitfully, and de-
serves the severest censure.”

Such was, in substance, what I sought to put before the
misguided young man; but, alas, so deceitful is the human
heart, that man would rather be occupied with his re-
pentance, his faith, or his anything, than with God’s
Christ; and I found this preacher of “a different gospel,
which is not another” (Gal. i. 6, 7, margin), to be of the
same class as thousands in professed Christendom. The
scriptures brought before him had but little weight com-
pared with “present-day revelation,” despite the word of
Paul in Col. i. 25 that he was made a minister “to fully
preach the word of God” (margin) ; so he went on his
way, trusting to his fleshly religion and ignoring the
“gospel of God.”

Ere dismissing the subject, 1 might remind the reader
that neither faith nor repentance is ever presented in
Scripture as the ground of salvation. The Cross alone
is that. Brought to it by the Spirit of God, the sinner
will indeed repent; trusting the work there accomplished,
the soul is saved.

Nor are repentance and faith as set forth in the Scrip-
tures to be confounded with the vagaries of Mormonism.
In that wretched system repentance is confounded with
penitence, and faith with credulity.

In its Bibical sense, repentance is self-judgment; the
owning that one is lost and guilty, righteously deserving
the wrath of a holy God. Faith is trusting in Christ,
whose finished work puts away sins forever. It is not



simply crediting the statement that God exists, or that
the historical Jesus was the Son of God. “If thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in
thy heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved; for with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation” (Rom. x. 9, 10).

Christ, and Christ alone, is your only salvation. Dis-
carding all else, iy, then, to Him. “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts xvi. 31).

NOTE ON MORMON DOCTRINES

In the preceding paper it has been my aim not to follow
all the devious errors of Mormonism, and seek to refute
them, but rather to endeavor to show how opposed the
system is to the gospel of the glory of the blessed God,
which He has revealed in His Word.

It has been suggested, however, that a brief epitome of
some of the more important doctrines of the sect on other
lines might be helpful in serving as a warning to any who,
allured by fair speeches and sophistical reasonings, are
drifting towards its awful vortex.

The leading doctrines accepted among them to-day are,
briefly, as follows:

They profess to believe in the Bible, but also to gain
additional “light” from the “Book of Mormon,” a collec-
tion of themes which one but needs to scan to see its utter
absurdity and incongruity with the word of God. “The
Book of Doctrine and Covenants,” purporting to be a
series of revelations, chiefly to Joseph Smith, is also
considered inspired, as is “The Pearl of Great Price,”
which includes “The Book of Abraham,” and other
apocryphal works; while “prophets” and “apostles”
abound who may at any time give forth further com-
munications, all of equal authority with these.

They are really polytheist, and believe that there are
many gods, but that all (save possibly the first—as to this
their statements are conflicting) were at one time men,
but gained their “exaltation” to divinity by their faith-
fulness in this state. It is the hope of each man to become
a god eventually. Their gods are supposed to retain their
human forms and functions.

It is in connection with this that polygamy comes in.
This relationship is carried on eternally. The progeny of
the gods and their numerous wives will constitute their
“kingdom” in the ages to come. Woman’s welfare de-
pends on her being united to one of the faithful.

Instead of the Biblical doctrine of the Holy Trinity,
they teach that there are three distinct Gods, who ad-
minister the affairs of the universe. God and Christ are
said to have human bodies, parts and passions; while the
Holy Ghost is omnipresent and has no body. The Holy
Spirit is different, like light or electricity, the life prin-
tiple of creation.

The preceding paper has outlined their teaching as to
the salvation of the living. They also publicly proclaim
salvation for the dead, to whom the gospel is being
preached, and who can be saved if their friends on earth
will be baptized for them.

As to eschatology, they have a system of prophetic
teaching embodying an exceedingly carnal view of the
Millennium, ushered in by the return of Christ to re-
gather Israel, including the ten tribes, to a Zion in
America (1), and to destroy all the enemies of “the

saints.” This Zion is identified with Independence, Mo.
The dead will be raised, and will appear on the earth.
Referring to this time, Parley Pratt says, in his “Voice
of Warning,” “Our father Adam will sit enthroned as
the Ancient of Days,” etc., ascribing the words of Dan.
vii. 9, 10 to refer to him!

A final judgment will conclude all things; but few will
be eternally lost. There are three “degrees of glory,”
terrestrial, celestial, and telestial. In one of these all will
eventually be found, except the “sons of perdition.”

Such a system needs no attempt at refutation. It re-
futes itself. No child of God, who has at all apprehended
the Cross, could be ensnared by it; but it is because many
unwary and simple ones, anxious to be saved, but ignorant
of God’s way, are daily being entrapped by it, that this
paper has been penned.

The Lord use it to deliver many from such “abominable
idolatries!” (1 Pet. iv. 5).

H. A. IRONSIDE

God’s Way of Salvation Says

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”
—Acts 16:31; and “A man is justified by faith, (believing) apart
from the works of the law.”—Rom. 3.:28.

And the same ideas are found in many other passages
of the Bible: indeed, all through its sayings on this
subject.

The essential element in “believing” or “faith” for
salvation is not merely accepting the theological facts
about him ; no passage says “believeth about him”—all the
devils in perdition probably do that, and are devils still.
But it is. the yielding, the entire giving over of the heart,
life and all to Christ for cleansing, trusting him to save,
as he promises, by the creating of the new heart within,
which loves God and hates sin! This is the very oppo-
site of the old heart that loved self and sin and hated
God! With such a change is not the man saved? Of
course he is! Ages of man’s plan could not work the
great change that one second of God’s plan does! Man’s
plan is illogical, un-Biblical, and leaves the man more
unsaved than before he began to use it. It has never
saved one soul since the world began; its results are
stated in Rom. 9:30 to 10:4—please read very carefully.
Why not take God’s true plan, which has never failed
once and never can? Why not yield the life completely
to God in Christ, and get the real results here and here-
after? The reader must choose his path, with the re-
sulting consequences for no one else can choose for him.
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