


The following questions were revised

or changed in 1982, #22, 28, 34, 50, 70.

ASK YOUR BISHOP

God puts great premium upon faith;
but He doesn’t want us to be gullible. The
Bible called people “noble” who readily
accepted Paul’s preaching, but were cau-
tious enough to ‘“search the scriptures

. whether those things were so”
(Acts 17:11). Sincerity is not enough!
One also has an obligation to be right!
Have you ever carefully compared your
beliefs with the teachings of the Bible?

The following 100 questions have been
prepared for sincere and thoughtful
people to ask about Mormonism.

1. If the principle of “Progression” is
unalterable, why has the principle
broken down two out of three times
right within the Trinity?

(See next two questions).

2. If Gods are individuals who have
passed through mortality and have
progressed to Godhood, how has one
rerson of the Trinity (the Holy
Spirit) attained Godhood without
getting a body? (See Acts 5:3,4)

3. If Gods are individuals who have
passed through an earth life to at-
tain Godhood, how is it that one per-
son of the Trinity (Jesus Christ)
was God before He received a body
or passed through earth life?
(Matt. 1:23 and Hebr. 10:5)

4. If the Book of Mormon really con-
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10.

11.

tains the fulness of the Gospel, why
does it not teach the doctrine of “e-
ternal progression’”?

(See Doc. & Cov. 20:8, 9).

. When God was a man (According

to Mormon theology) where did He
live before He could create a planet
upon which to live?

When God number one was a man
(before He became God), who creat-
ed a planet upon which he (man
number one) could live?

. God said, “Is there a God beside me?

Yea, there is no God; I KNOW NOT
ANY”. How can there be Gods who
are Elohim’s ancestors?
(See Isa. 44:8 and Journal of Dis-
courses Vol. 1, pg. 123).

. If God the Father was once a man,

why is that doctrine not supported
by “Latter-day revelation”?

. How can any men ever become Gods

when the Bible says, “Before me
there was no God formed, neither
shall there be after me”?

(See Isaiah 43:10).

Since Mormonism teaches that only
God the Father had a physical body
at the time Adam was created, why
did God say, “Let us make man in
OUR image”? Why didn’t He say,
“Let us make man in MY image”?
(See Genesis 1:26).

If Adam is the “only God with whom
we have to do”, did Adam create
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himself ?
(J. of D. Vol. 1, pg. 50,51).

12. Joseph Smith stated that without

the ordinances and authority of the
priesthood no man can see the face
of God and live (Doc. & Cov. 84:
21, 22). He also said that he saw
God in 1820 (Joseph Smith 2:17).
Joseph Smith, however, never re-
ceived any priesthood until 1829 (D.
& C. 13:). How did he see God and
survive? In which was he in error:
his revelation in D. & C. 84:21, 22 or
his experience in the grove?

13. If a spirit is a being without a body

(See Luke 24:39), why do Mormons
teach that God the Father has a body
of flesh and bones?

(See John 4:24).

14. If the Father is Elohim and Jesus is

Jehovah (as Mormons teach), how
does a Mormon explain Deuteronomy
6:4, which in the Hebrew says,
“Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our Elohim
is one Jehovah”?

15. If the Book of Mormon contains the

fulness of the Gospel, why doesn't
it teach that God was once a man?

16. One law of reproduction is that

everything reproduces after its kind.
How is it then that God and His
wives (who according to Mormon
teaching, have physical glorified
bodies) produce children without
physical bodies?
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17,

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

A major emphasis of Mormonism is
that the Mormon church is the re-
stored church, with everything prac-
ticed as it was in the early church.
Why then have the Mormon leaders
failed to restore the Scriptural prac-
tice of using the “fruit of the vine”
in the “sacrament” service? Why is
water used? (Matt. 26:28,29 and
Doc. and Cov. 89:5,6).

If Mormonism is the restored
church which is based upon the Bible,
why are Mormon leaders so quick to
state that the Bible is “translated
wrong”’ when faced with some con-
flict between the Bible and Mor-
monism ?

If Jesus was conceived as a result
of a physical union between God and
Mary, how was Jesus born of a vir-
gin? (J. of D. Vol. 1, page 50)

If Mormonism is the restored Gos-
pel, why is there no mention of
temple marriages in the Bible?

IF the Bible is not entirely trans-
lated correctly and IF the Mormon
church really has a prophet, seer, and
revelator, why have they not pro-
duced a correct translation of the
Bible?

Why did Christ not return in
1891 as Joseph Smith predicted?
(History of the Church, Vol. 2,

page 182).

23.

24.

25.

26.

27

28.

If Jesus was being married to Mary
and Martha in Cana (John 2:1,2),
why was He INVITED to His own
wedding ? (See Journal of Discourses
Vol. 2, page 210).

Why do Mormons teach that there
is no eternal Hell ? (See Book of Mor-
mon: I Nephi 14:3; II Ne. 9:16; 28:
21-23 Mosiah 3:25; Alma 34:35;
Heleman 6:28 and 13:25.26. Com-
pare ARTICLES OF FAITH, James
Talmage, page 61, 34th edition).
How can Mormons teach that the
repentant thief was not saved when
the Book of Mormon states that
Paradise is where the RIGHTEQUS
go? (Luke 23:43; Alma 40:12,16).
How did Nephi with a few men on a
new continent build a temple like
Solomon’s while Solomon needed
163,300 workmen and seven years
to build his temple?

(See I Kings 5:13_18 and II Nephi
5:15-17).

If the Book of Mormon is true, why
hasn’t a valid geography been estab-
lished for the book?

Why was  Joseph  Smith still
preaching against polygamy in
October 1843 after he got his
revelation in July 1843 commanding
the practice of polygamy ? (Doc.
and Cov. 132; and History of the
Church Vol. 6, page 46, or Teach-
ings of the Prog)het, page 324).
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

317.

38.

Stevenson, F. Kent Nielsen and
Richard Cowan).

. If Lehi left Jerusalem before 600

B. C., how did he learn about syn-
agogues? (See II Nephi 26:26).
Why does the Book of Mormon
(which claims to be the fulness of
the Gospel), not mention baptism
for the dead?

If the Book of Mormon is from
God why does it have so little orig-
inal prophecy ?

If Indians descended from the Jews,
why do they have such sparse
beards ?

If Navajos descended from the Jews,
why do Navajo babies have the
mongolian spot?

If the Book of Mormon is true, why
do Indians fail to turn white
when they become Mormons?

(See II Nephi 30:6, prior to 1981
revision).

Were precious ores, such as Solo-
mon used in his temple, available to
Nephi or not? (II Nephi 5:15,16).
If Lehi was a devout Jew, why
did he name a son “Sam” rather than
Samuel, thus failing to honor God?
(See I Samuel 1:20 and I Nephi 2:5).
What kind of chariots did the Ne-
phites have in 90 B.C. some 1500
years before the introduction of the
wheel on the Western Hemisphere?
(See Alma 18:9).

How do Mormons account for the
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39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

word “church” in the Book of Mor-
mon about 600 B.C. which was cen-
turies before the beginning of the
Church on the day of Pentecost?
(See I Nephi 4:26).

How do Mormons account for the i-
talicized words in the King James
Version (indicating their absence in
the Hebrew and Greek) being found
in the Book of Mormon ?

(A comparison of Mosiah 14 and
Isaiah 53 will provide at least 13 ex-
amples).

How did the French word “adieu”
get into the Book of Mormon?
(Jacob 7:27).

How can the same act be both right
and wrong? Was it right or wrong
for Solomon to have many wives?
(See Jacob 2:24; Doc. & Cov. 132:
38,39).

If polygamy was a provision for
increasing population rapidly, why
did God give Adam only one wife?

If the Apostle John is still alive on
the earth, how does the Mormon
church explain having thirteen liv-
ing Apostles?

(See Doc. & Cov. 7:1-3).

The original Doctrine and covenants
states in part . . . Inasmuch as this
church of Christ has been reproached
with the crime of fornication and po-
lygamy: we declare that we believe
that one man should have one wife;
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45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

and one woman, but one husband,
except in the case of death, when
either is at liberty to marry again”.
Why has this been omitted from the
current Doctrine and Covenants?
(See JOSEPH SMITH BEGINS HIS
WORK, Vol.2, page 251, last half of
the book).

How can one using the test in Doc-
trine and Covenants 129:4, 5 distin-
guish between an angel of God and a
Jehovah’s Witness missionary (or a
Mormon Elder) ?

If Joseph Smith was a true prophet
why did he not realize that “Esaias”
is the N.T. form of “Isaiah”?

(Doc. & Cov. 76:100; Mark 7:6; Is:
29:13).

How could Elijah (Elias) have ap-
peared to Joseph Smith in the Kirk-
land Temple as two different people?
(See Doc. & Cov. 110:12,18 and com-
pare 1 Kings 17:1 and James 5:17).
IF Joseph Smith was a true prophet,
why did he fail to realize that “Elias”
is the N. T. form of the name “Eli-
jah”?

If children have no sins until they
are eight years old, why are they
baptized at age eight to wash away
non-existent sins?

(See Moroni 8:8).

Why does Apostie Bruce R.
McConkie deny that the doctrine of
""blood atonement'" was once taught
in Utah? (See MORMON DOC-
TRINE, page 92. Compare
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51.

82

53.

54.

55.

56.

Journal of Discourses, Vol. 3,
page 247; Vol. 4, pages 219, 220).
If Mormonism proauces godliness,
why has the divorce rate in Utah
been above the national average
since 1960? (Report of Utah Eco-
nomic and Research Review in 1973).
How could the Garden of Eden have
been in Missouri when the Pearl of
Great Price declares that it was in
the vicinity of Assyria and had the
Euphrates and Hiddekel Rivers in it ?
(See P. of G. P. Moses 3:14 and Doc.
& Cov. 116 and 117; Gen. 2:8-15).
Do you know any human being liv-
ing today who was alive in 18327
(See prophecy in Doctrine & Cove-
nants 84:4).

If free agency is man’s great her-
itage, why will Mormon leaders not
readily allow members to leave the
Mormon system upon request?
Brigham Young said, “The only
men who become Gods, even the
Sons of God, are those who enter in-
to polygamy”. (Journal of Dis-
courses, Vol. 11, page 269). Why did
the Mormons yield to the pressure
of the government and stop prac-
ticing polygamy?

Heber C. Kimball stated, “We are
the people of Deseret, she shall be no
more Utah: we will have our own
name”. Why did this prophecy fail?
(See J. of D. Vol. 5, pg. 161).
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57

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

How did Joseph Smith carry home
the golden plates of the Book of Mor-
mon, and how did the witnesses lift
them so easily? (They weighed
about 230 lbs. Gold, with a density
of 19.3 weighs 1204.7 lbs. per cubic
foot. The plates were 7”x8” by
about 6”. See ARTICLES OF FAITH,
by Talmage, page 262, 34th Ed.).
If a “Jack Mormon” is not good e-
nough to enter an earthly temple,
how can he qualify to enter the
Celestial Kingdom even if he has
been sealed to his devout parents?
If Moroni devoutly practiced the
Mormon Gospel, why is he an angel
now rather than a God?

(See D. & C. 132:17,37).

Has anyone observed the ministry
of the Apostle John upon the earth
during the last 100 years?

(See Doc. & Cov. 7:1-3).

Why do Mormons emphasize part of
the Word of Wisdom and ignore the
part forbidding the eating of meat
except in winter, cold or famine?
(See Doc. & Cov. 89:12.13).

When Christ died, did darkness
cover the land for three days or for
three hours?

(S;ee Luke 23:44 and III Nephi 8:19,
23).

If the Book of Mormon was trans-
lated by the gift and power of God,
why have the Mormons changed it?
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64.

66.

67.

.Is a

(See A MARVELOUS WORK AND
A WONDER, by LeGrand Richards,
page 73, revised edition 1971).
(Jerald and Sandra Tanner have
counted 3913 changes in the Book of
Mormon, exclusive of punctuation
changes).

(One may check the original in JO-
SEPH SMITH BEGINS HIS WORK,
Vol. 1, by Wilford C. Wood. Addi-
tions and/or deletions can be found
in the following references: I Nephi
11:21; 19:20; 20:1 and Alma 29:4,
as examples. See Deut. 4:2 in the
Bible).

How can a man be a prophet of God
if even one prophecy fails or one
revelation is wrong? (See Deurt.
18:20-22. Cempare Doc. & Cov. 84:
4; 7:1.3).

revelation given by a prophel
any less authoritative even if not
authorized by the Mormon church?
If God speaks through a prophet,
what are Mormons doing voting on
whether or not to receive and author-
ize it?

It has been established that the
“Sensen” manuscript was simply a
common HEgyptian burial papyrus.
Why do the Mormons still accept the
Book of Abraham which was trans-
lated from that manuscript?

(See WHY EGYPTOLOGISTS RE-
JECT THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM,
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68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

Modern Microfilm Co. Box 1884, Salt
Lake City, Utah).

Why is it that no reliable linguist
or Egyptologist ever refers to “Re-
formed Egyptian”?

Why is it that no other writings
have been found in the language of
“Reformed Egyptian”, the supposed
language of the Book of Mormon
plates? Is there evidence that such
a language really existed?

Joseph Smith said that there are
men living on the moon who dress
like Quakers and live to be nearly
1000 years old. Since he was
wrong about the moon, is it safe
to trust him regarding the way to
Heaven? (See THE YOUNG
WOMAN'S JOURNAL, Vol. 3,
pages 263, 264. See reprint in
MORMONISM--SHADOW or
REALITY? by Jerald and Sandra
Tanner, page 4),

Why didn’t Joseph Smith keep the
Word of Wisdom ? Why did he drink
beer? (See Millennial Star, Vol. 23,
page 720).

Why do Mormons not study He-
brew and Greek so that they can in-
telligently discuss about the accu-
racy of the translation of the Bible?
Joseph Smith prepared fourteen
Articles of Faith. Why has the orig-
inal No. 11 been omitted?

(See Joseph Smith Begins His Work,
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74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

Vol. 2, three pages after page 160,
among the photos).

Why have several dozen word
changes been made in the Articles
of Faith of the Mormon church?
(Ibid).

According to Hebrews 7:24, the
Melchizedek Priesthood is unchange-
able (intransferable). Why do Mor-
mons pass it from one to another?
If Mormonism came as a revelation
from God, why are the Mormon Tem-
ple Oaths almost identical to the
oaths of the Masonic Lodge?

(See Temple Mormonism, by A. J.
Montgomery, page 18,20).

If in the resurrection people will be
AS the angels in Heaven, why should
the Mormons expect there to be mar-
riage union in Heaven?

(See Matthew 22:30 and Doc. & Cov.
132:15-17).

Why did the Nauvoo House not
stand forever and ever?

(Doc. & Cov. 124:56-60)

If genealogies are important, why
does the New Testament tell Christ-
ians to avoid them?

(I Tim. 1:4; Titus 3:9).

The Bible says, “The blood of Jesus
Christ . . . cleanseth from all sin”.
Why did Brigham Young say that
there are some sins which can be
atoned for only by the shedding of
ones own blood ?
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81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

(See Journal of Discourses, Vol. 3,
_pg. 247; Vol. 4, page 49, 53, 54).

God rejected the fig leaf aprons
which Adam and Eve made. Why
do Mormons memorialize the fall by
using fig leaf aprons? (Gen. 3:21).
Jesus said, “In secret have I said
nothing”. Why is so much of Mor-
monism secret? (John 18:20).
Why do Mormons insist that Eze-
kiel 37:15-22 is about two books in-
stead of about two kingdoms as God
Himself explained in verse 227

If Acts 3:20,21 is a prophecy about
the restoration of Mormonism, why
didn’t Jesus return in 18307
Revelation 14:6, 7 is part of the body
of prophecy about the future Great
Tribulation. How could that passage
have been fulfilled by Moroni in
18307

In the light of Ezekiel 28:13-15 and
Hebrews 1:5, how can Satan and
Jesus be brothers? (Note: Satan
wags created).

If no person ever receives the Holy
Spirit before baptism or without the
laying on of hands, how does a Mor-
mon explain the case of Cornelius ?
(See Acts 10:44-47).

If baptism for the dead was a Christ-
ian ceremony, why did Paul use the
pronoun “they” rather than “we”
or ‘“ye”? Why did he exclude him-
self and other Christians when re-
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89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

ferring to it? (I Cor. 15:29).

If Jesus preached the Gospel to dis-
obedient spirits during the time His
body was entombed, why did He
preach only to the ones who had been
disobedient in Noah’s time? Why
didn't He give a second chance to

_those who had lived later, such as in

Isaiah’s time? (See I Peter 8:18-20).
Since the Bible says that a Bishop
should be the husband of one wife,
how can Mormons claim that po-
lygamy is proper for New Testament
Christians? (I Timothy 3:2).

If the Mormon church is organized
according to the pattern of the Bible,
why do they have boy deacons?

(I Timothy 3:8-12).

If murder is the unpardonable sin,
why did Moses appear in GLORY on
the Mt. of Transfiguration?
(Exodus 2:12; Matthew 17:3: Doc.
& Cov. 42:18 and Alma 24:10).

How can a man who is not a des-
cendant of Aaron hold the Aaronic
Priesthood ?

(Numbers 16:40; Hebr. 7:13, 14).
How could God have justly placed
Adam and Eve in a predicament
which forced them to break either
His first or His second command-
ment ?

(See James 1:13).

Why does the Mormon church teach
that the BROADWAY leads to the
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96.

97.

98.

99.

Terrestrial Heaven?

(Jesus taught that it leads to de-
struction. Compare Matthew 7:13, 14
with the Free Agency chart No. 30).
Ephesians 2:8, 9 speaks of salvation
by grace through faith. How can this
be resurrection which Mormons say
that all people will receive automatic-
ally ? Do all people have faith?

(See ARTICLES OF FAITH, Tal-
mage, page 87, 34th edition).
Ephesians 2:8, 9 further states that
this salvation is the gift of God and
is not of works. How can this be ex-
altation?

(Mormons teach that exaltation is
attained by obedience, works and
keeping the commandments.

(Ibid. and A MARVELOUS WORK
AND A WONDER, by Richards, pg.
276, revised edition 1971).

If salvation as taught in the Bible
is neither resurrection nor exalta-
tion, how can Mormons hear the
Bible way of salvation in a Mormon
church?

How does a Mormon explain Romans
10:137?

100. Why don’t Mormons ever say, “I

was saved on such and such a day ?”
(See past tense in Titus 3:5).
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TWO QUESTIONS FOR YOU
PERSONALLY

1 . Are you sincere enough about your

personal salvation that you will care-
fully study the following Bible ref-
erences to discover the Bible way of
salvation?

(John 10:9; I Corinthians 1:18 ; Eph-
esians 2:8-10; Colossians 1:12-14;
Romans 5:8; I Peter 2:24; Acts
16:31; John 1:12; I John 5:12, 13;
Romans 5:1 and Romans 8:1).

. Are you courageous enough to per-

sonally receive the Lord Jesus Christ
into your heart and follow the truth
regardless of ridicule, antagonism or
persecution?

(John 1:12; Col. 1:27, and Revela-
tion 3:20).

For further information you
are invited to write to:

Ira T. Ransom
317 West 7th South
Brigham City, UT 84302
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